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;,18% atid toured South
merica. ;Upon the advice and
‘dkging of his ' father, Captain
- WilliankJenkins, -Albert visited
ity nations and ports with
“father had traded

B

" through ‘the ‘years. Despite his

" for a career in law which would

specialive in mercantile or mar-
ftime law. He felt a preference

bring’ him’ closer o' the ‘prob-
" Joms ‘and: the people of his

‘oind‘ares. _,

" “The South American interlude

$5 somewhat a mystery in the
- life of Albert Gallatin. Jenkins.

It is uncertain which countries

- he sctually ‘visited, or the na-

 ture of his conversations while

]

‘thers. A reporter for the “Lon-

. don Index,” I a laudatory ar-
ticle - about Jenkins which was-"

* published July M, 1884, com-

meoted ‘as follows on his Sogth '

America trip:

g » » ;

“lithe almost a boy, fresh

* from scliol ‘und the study of -
s po ‘times brought new public fig-

his profession’ of.the law, the
threatened struggle of a people
1 South América against the
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“~~{!‘;:|'\_-‘_‘,, y
m:‘f /he oaly 'reason;why
‘young ' Jebkdis left” the: country:

.. tages . got to

Toh slar of .

it e

rong wea ; Party 'was' forehd to ook 'foc’.

‘haracter * maw blood e ‘tiw leadersbip
man ' i Hs elfortd o slave off the

in South America. Certainy that
did not appear lo be the orig-
inal reason for :his: visit, -mor
has " thorough ‘research suc- -
cceded - in  pinning down. the
meaning of the. relerences in

“the . artiele.

in Charleston, a gooddouthern‘nd
" “minded city which was dbt too

far from his ‘beloved - Green- .
boltom Homestead. Conlempo-

.raries of the young barrister

were such outstanding legal -
figures' as James M. Laidley,
Judge George W. Surmmers:and
Judge :James. H. Brown.'

Ardent Democrat

bert ‘began- to think . about the
building of a bridge from law
to the public service. His father
and brothecs were ardent Dem-
ocrats and frequently spoke of
their party faith at gatherings.
Until he began to practice law

in Charleston, - “young- . Albert |

simply had not had the oppor-

_ tunity to make. himself or his

views known in public circles.
Gradually, the ferment of the

‘ures .to the forefront. The de-

“national politics. Many figures
were striving for’ recognition on ;
‘the ‘national scene. . President -
Franklin Pierce of New Hamp-

shire waited in the wings, hop-

Suffice iL o say, the young . log o be drafted for a second
law schoo! graduate and travel- - '
Jer relurned home and decided -
to take up the practice of law’

“Tlinois was a leading contender .
for the Democratic nomination;
former Senator and Secte:
tary of State Jaies .Buchanan’ '

_of Pennsylvania also threw his . part

‘bat into the Democratic ring.
Of these three Democrats, Buc-
hanan seemed to have a slight
. edge, because he was-a north-
ern man with*southern peinci-
ples who won heavy southern
spport. . :
‘Aside from the Democratic

"1t was nol 100 dong before Al Party, two other powerful po-

“litical parties put - forth “their,
candidates in 1856. This was the
first year the new Republican

" Party had a national cg:::ndm,.
“and they nominated C.

_Fremont for President. The dy-
~ing Whig Party teamed up with
_the - Know-Nothing . and' Ameri-
" ‘can Party to back ex-President
Millard Fillmore of New York.
With all these prominent dandi-
dates vying for the White
House, no wonder the political
situation in 1856 was highly con:

cline and.eclipse of the Whig fused.

" “ertige; 1o bathd-bole
" ‘political ” Nirénde; . The

. anticulste -and brilllapt spokes:
w mm\f“ ) . ‘
.. without ‘any of the brash’ or

pitge CRngt. 4

barrister’s remarkable person.
ality shone -through. He was
immedistely- recognized as an
.‘ P P ¥ wb
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‘cause;-

“know - It * all”, characteristics .
sometimes _assoclated " with
those .of his age: Hé ‘combined
personal charm with an ‘attrec- -
tive “platform  manser, and an
easy but rigidly logical method
of delivery. He fislded questions.
with case, and was a tough"
man to cope with in a debate.
He showed the proper respect
for his political elders and in-
spired ‘the _enthusiastic support
of the younger element in the

y. .
Small wonder, then, that
Jenkin's name was on many

* Democratic lips in the spring

of 1836. At a mass meeting in
Barboursville, presided over by
Lt. Gov. E. W. McComas, Jen-
kins was nominated as a candi-
date for delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention. In
April a district convention of
the Democratic Party in
Charleston formally named him
as a delegate to' the national
convetion. o

Young Jenkins was jobilant
over his first political victory.
It did not worry him in the .
least (as it certainly might
worry Democrats a century la-
ter) that the Democats planned
-to hold their convention in Cin-
cinnati at a hall called Smith &
Nixon's. :

(To be Continued)




